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Sunday, March 14, 2021 (4:55pm) 

 

Re: COVID Safety Reminders and Updated Information  

 

Dear Miller Place School District Community, 

 

Please allow this communication to serve as either, a gentle reminder regarding some of the District’s health 

and safety protocols, or sharing of updated information: 

 

Wearing of Masks – All students and staff are required to wear a mask, which covers their nose and mouth, 

while on our campus. We are asking parents and guardians to please review with their children the 

importance of wearing a mask at all times and how to properly wear one.  

Secondary parents, please remind your children that mask break rooms are available should they need relief 

during the school day for a few minutes. Students are to advise their teacher, who will direct them 

accordingly on where to go for a mask break.  

Although morning announcements regarding properly wearing their masks have been made to students, 

secondary staff specifically, are reminding students in hallways to “pull it up.” Although there have been in-

school and out-of-school suspensions issued to non-compliant students, the vast majority of our students are 

being very cooperative once directed to do so. Our goal remains for students to self-monitor and for our 

reminders to not be necessary.  

 

Students Feeling Ill – If your child is not feeling well, especially as we approach allergy season, please do 

not send them to school feeling sick. Recently students not feeling well have attended school, only to test 

positive for COVID-19 that evening or the next day. The District recognizes that many “routine illnesses” 

mirror COVID-19 symptoms, and sometimes it is difficult to distinguish between the two, but keeping your 

child home under these circumstances is advised by the Suffolk County Department of Health.  

 

Contact Tracing for COVID-19 – The District is required by Suffolk County Department of Health to 

conduct contact tracing, and quarantine staff and students, based on the criteria of exposure time and 

distance to the tested positive individual. Specific information regarding this process can be found on the 

District website, via the following link: Reopening Schools Information. 

 

Carpooling of Students – If students are carpooling, please ensure they are wearing masks while inside the 

vehicle and windows are open or cracked allowing for fresh air flow. This may reduce the likihood that your 

child will be quarantined due to being in an enclosed vehicle for more than 10 minutes with a COVID-19 

tested positive individual.  

 

Updated Guidance and Travel Protocols – Although information has been disseminated, via the media or 

from press conferences, school districts are not permitted to update or edit their protocols until Governor 

Cuomo issues an Executive Order, or governing health agencies issue direct guidance.  

 

https://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/Page/5967


Recent updates that are being implemented include: 

COVID-19 Vaccinations - A fully vaccinated individual is defined as: two weeks after their second dose in a 

two-dose series of an approved vaccine OR two weeks after a single-dose of an approved one-dose vaccine. 

 

Vaccine Close Contact Exposure - Asymptomatic individuals, who have been fully vaccinated (as defined 

above) against COVID-19 and have had close contact exposure, do not need to quarantine during the first 

three months after full vaccination if the above noted criteria are met and the staff member or student has 

remained asymptomatic. 

 

Protocols and guidance we expect to be updated, but legal directive is still pending include: 

Domestic Travel – As of April 1, 2021, domestic travelers to New York, may be exempt from quarantine 

during the first 3 months after full vaccination (as defined above) and the staff member or student is within 

three months following receipt of the last dose in the series of vaccines (one or two dose vaccines).  

Please note, international travelers must still quarantine upon return to New York as per current 

requirements.  

 

 

On behalf of the Board of Education and Administrative Staff, we appreciate the continued support and 

patience of our school community as we head into the final months of the 2020-21 school year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools  

 

 

 

 


